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tribes of Sierra Leone ; indeed, the border -line cuts
through associated tribes, and it is commonly
accepted by local authorities that the proportion of
slave to free population in Liberia is probably about
the same as it was in the Protectorate of Sierra Leone.
If, therefore, we know from official figures that there
were over 200,000 slaves in a population of 1,500,000
in the Protectorate of Sierra Leone, we may be fairly
safe in assuming that there must be not less than
200,000 in the much larger territory of Liberia ; but
as the population is 1,000,000 more than in Sierra
Leone, it is probable that the total domestic slave
population of the Hinterland of the Republic of
Liberia exceeds 500,000.
All well-wishers of the Liberian Republic hope
that the Government there will at once apply itself
to an exhaustive, impartial and authoritative enquiry
into conditions in the Hinterland, in the assurance
that if real vigour is shown in ascertaining the facts
and frankly avowing them, Liberia will not lack
friends who will be ready to watch her efforts with
patience, and help her in any way possible to work
out her own salvation. The task will not be an
easy one, as Great Britain learned in the sister-terri-
tory of Sierra Leone. The chiefs, with their vested
interests in the persons of the slaves, will oppose any
measure of emancipation. The British Govern-
ment of Sierra Leone was able to carry through its
great scheme of liberation because of the firm con-
trol which it maintained over the administration of